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The targeting of functions is an integral part of working on other semantic language skills, such as adjectives, attribute, categories, and describing.  Functions are often thought of first when asked “What is a ____?”  Filling in the blank with words, such as refrigerator, fire extinguisher, telephone, pencil, etc. shows how frequently this is true.  For many other words finding the function requires thinking outside the box.  These are words where examples are much easier to produce than what each word does.  Consider words, such as state, senses, punctuation, and months, that can also be described by what they do.

Research suggests that depth of semantic representation is an important contributor to word retrieval (Capone and McGregor, 2005). A richer semantic representation of a word leads to greater recall ability of that word.  Children with difficulties describing may benefit from working on functions prior to categories.  This is because functions as a means of describing is more prevalent in earlier developing language, while categories become more prevalent with advanced age (Reed, 2005).

A good extension of addressing functions is working on providing functions that best describe a vocabulary word.  This overlaps with the concept of specificity.  For example, when asked to describe a period, a definition that includes “It tells you when a sentence is over,” is more specific than “It goes after a sentence.” Tests that assess for functions include the Battelle, CELF, LPT , PLS, TOSS-P, TOSS-I, Woodcock Johnson, and WISC assessments.

Prerequisites – functional verb labeling, id of functional nouns

telephone, car, pencil, refrigerator, cup, fork, tape, glue, coat, hat, hammer, paper, sack, house, ladder, bed, gloves, window, door, comb, shoes, television, eraser, radio, wings, legs, napkins, etc.

money, scale, clock, calendar, map, job, backpack, fireman, policeman, healthy food, senses, magnet, rules, soil, cover, shelter, temperature, calculator, binoculars, watch, dictionary, setting, comma, punctuation, period, capital letter, decimal, model, experiment, opinion, description, hibernation, telescope, shell, road, stamps, ruler, traffic light, instruments, printer, can, etc.

prediction, character, author, graph, force, measure, title, glossary, signature, recipe, recycling, resource, law, voting, business, interview, adjectives, Governor, plural, draft, index, evidence, introduction, abbreviation, symbol, verify, data, research, society, government, credit, ballot, employment, explorer, settler, culture

prefix, suffix, pronoun, context, encyclopedia, advertisement, quotation mark, negative, percent, reasoning, intersection, evaporation, reproduction, erosion, evidence, Declaration of Independence, Senate, judge, jury, trial, interest, tax, ecosystem, American Revolution, Civil War, immigration, brainstorming
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