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Matching Activity
Directions – Match each action to the correct response.
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What’s Wrong?
For use with personal information, responses, and Implicature.  State actions and responses that are incorrect.  Use the following, make up your own, or have students make up their own.









Example Situations:  “Explain what to say when…”
…someone invites you to a party that you can’t attend.
…someone asks you if you like a new outfit that you don’t like.

…your mother asks why you spilled your drink all over the new couch.

…a teacher instructs you to multiply fractions on your homework.  You don’t know how to multiply fractions.

…your teacher asks you to turn to a page in your textbook just as the person sitting next to you coughs.  You don’t hear the page number.
Your teacher says, “The paper is due…” The rest of the statement is too quiet to hear.





Your mother asks, “What did you do today at school?”





A stranger calls your house, and asks to speak to your mother, who’s gone.





You hear your teacher ask, “Does everyone know what to do?”





Two of your friends meet for the first time.





You’d like to invite your friend to your birthday party.





Your grandmother asks if you’d like some spinach.





Observed Action





“I’m sorry.  She’s not available.  Can I take a message?”





“No thank you.





Raise your hand.  When called upon state, “I didn’t understand the first step.”





“Do you two know each other?”





Raise your hand.  When called upon state, “I’m sorry.  Could you repeat the last part?”





“Would you like to come to my birthday part on Saturday at 2:00?”





“We took some practice tests to prepare for our big tests next week.”





Response





Puppets – Use at least two puppets; one for the instructor and one for each student.  The instructor leads with questions or statements eliciting personal information or common responses.  Students use puppets to answer.








No One Knows Everything





Some students are very reluctant to say that they don’t know an answer.  Discuss why it’s okay to not know everything.  Then ask questions, some of which with answers that the student can’t possibly know.  For example,





“What’s your middle name?  What’s my middle name?  What’s the title of that book next to you?  What’s the first word on page five of this book that I’m holding?  How many days are in a week?  How many hairs are on your head?  How many stars are there?





Your mother says, “What’s your teacher’s name?”





Observed Action





Response





“He’s very tall.”





Your uncle asks, “How do you like your birthday presents?”





“I got some new race cars


 and a backpack.”





Your friend helps you with a school project.





“This project is okay.”





You’re lost in a store.  A store employee asks if you need help.





“I don’t think so.”





Somebody calls you a bad name.





“You’re really stupid!”





Your friend says that he wants to go to a movie.  He asks what you want to do.





Role play:  have different scenarios prepared on slips of paper.  Students take turns picking random slips.   For added variety occasionally instruct students to provide incorrect responses.  Use other situations as time allows.





Your little sister says something you can’t understand.





“What’s wrong with you?”





“Going to a movie


is a dumb idea.”
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