
Pragmatic Judgment


Guided 
Discussion


Guided

Practice 

Ideas


Say this:  “It’s often important to know what to say and when to say it.  There are some situations that keep coming up over and over, and if
you just think about what to say in these situations, you can do a lot better and be more prepared with your responses.”
Give examples:  “People often ask ‘How are you?’  Because people ask this so much, you can get ready for it, and have good answers ready.  What do you say when someone asks ‘How are you?’”


Discuss appropriate answers and inappropriate answers.

Give other examples at students’ level.

Say this:  There are many situations like these.  You don’t necessarily have to always say the same thing.  And you don’t have to always say what everyone else says.  You can be creative.  People often ask things like, “What did you do over the weekend?”   You can tell big stories or small stories, but the important thing is that if you don’t tell some kind of story, you might annoy the person who asked the question.  Other situations pretty much demand the same statement no matter what.  If someone gives you a present, it’s expected that you say “Thank you,” and when someone tells you “Thank you,” it’s expected that you say “You’re welcome.”
Give other examples as needed.

For older students, add:  Many disagreements and fights are caused simply because people don’t correctly say what they mean to say.
Quick Drill
Discuss potential answers to common situations at students’ level.  Provide answers if necessary so that individual students provide individual answers with near one hundred percent accuracy.  Some example situations with potential answers are provided as follows:


Personal Information


How old are you? Five


Do you have any brothers or sisters? Yes.  I have one older brother and one younger sister.


Where do you live?  on Maple Street in Springfield








Common Responses


Have a good weekend.  You have a good weekend too.


Do you understand the directions?  No, I didn’t.


Hello.  How are you?  I’m fine.  How are you?





Less Common Responses


We lost the playoff game last night.  I’m sorry to hear that.  You can’t win them all.


Do you like my new shirt?  It’s looks good, but I really liked that shirt you wore yesterday.





Implicature


Did you like the movie.  (While shaking head)  It was the best movie ever.


I’ve just received this box of girl scout cookies!  I’m starving.








