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Prepositions express relationships between two parts of a sentence.  Some prepositions consist of more than one word. The words in these prepositions are typically inflexible, for example in spite of can’t be changed to “out spite of” (Crystal, 1995)  Much of what is currently categorized under “basic concepts,” such as on the Bracken and CASL tests, actually are prepositions and adjectives.

Prepositions, and location prepositions in particular, have been studied somewhat extensively (Owens, 1996).  From these studies, many presumptions about acquisition have been made.  These include:
· Children often respond to the objects mentioned before the 

      preposition used
· Interpretation of more difficult prepositions requires being able to adopt the perspective of the speaker.
· Terms that signal movement toward the speaker should be easier 
      than their opposites.
Certain prepositions can be used to achieve similar, yet distinct, functions.  At can be used for time (“Meet me at 3 o’clock.”), or location (“Meet me at the store.”).  Studies with brain injured patients have indicated that these functions are performed in different areas of the brain (Kemmerer, 2005).

Much of the difficulty in learning any new word or linguistic concept is determined by two factors:  1)  complexity of the relationship the word symbolizes, and 2)  frequency of exposure.  Prepositions provide a perfect example of how this is true.  Between usually develops later than under, because it describes relationships among three items rather than two.  Through develops later than above because it occurs less frequently in typical language.
Tests that assess prepositions include the SPELT-3, CELF-P2, TACL, Bracken, CASL, and the OWLS.

Prerequisites:  comprehension of position in space (up and down), distinct common states (in, out, on, off), comprehension of basic nouns, articles and phrases for prepositional phrases
up, down, beside, above, at, behind, below, by, in, off, on, out, outside, over, to, under
aboard, across, against, along, among, around, as far as, beneath, between, beyond, in front of, into, near, onto, past, through, ahead of, throughout, toward, underneath, upon, within

about, ahead of, as, because of, but, by, despite, except, for, from, in spite of, instead of, like, of, to, with, without

after, at, before, during, since, throughout, till, until, while

