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Correct question formation can be so difficult for kids that they often avoid asking questions altogether.  One reason for the frequency of this difficulty is that questions are often denoted by tone rather than syntax.  “You  going?” can be understood (usually) as easily as the grammatically correct “Are you going?”  Incorrect syntax often gets the job done as well.   “Is you going?” can be understood and answered nearly as easily as the correct formation.  Question words (especially helping verbs) are often omitted in casual conversation, with intonation changing a statement into a question.  Because questions such as “You hungry?” are often considered acceptable in casual conversation, appropriate question formation becomes more difficult when required for formal speech or writing.  This also often occurs when a questioner implies expectation of a positive answer or confirmation.  If a child says, “I have a dollar,” an adult might ask the perfectly acceptable question, “You do?”.
According to current linguistic theory, wh- questions involve an abstract relationship between two positions in syntactic structure.  (Deevy and Leonard, 2004).  Much has been written about the theory that normally developing children transform a hidden “deep structure” into the surface structure that we actually hear (Chomsky, 1957).  In actual experience the acquisition of question formation with helping verbs seems to go through three phases:  1) use of tone only, e.g. “I have it?”  2) addition of helping verb, e.g. “I can have it?”  3)  placing the helping verb in correct position, e.g. “Can I have it?”.  Future research may demonstrate that the acquisition of questions occurs as a process rather than an instantaneous transformation of a deep structure.
Traditionally wh- questions have been a specific target of intervention.  Additionally, many children have difficulty with questions that begin with auxiliary verbs and even more difficulty with negative auxiliary verbs (e.g. “Do you care?” and “Don’t you care?”).  Increased complexity in question formation occurs by combining questions with various elements, such as negation, adjectives, clauses, etc.  Assessments that specifically test for question formation include the PLS-4, the OWLS, and the CASL.
Prerequisites:  understanding choices for yes-no, time for when, place for where, identification of people for who, reasons for why, and helping verbs for questions that begin with helping verbs

yes/no questions

questions beginning with: Do, Is, Can, Are, Will, Did

Who, What, Where, When, Why, How, Does, May

Which, Should, Were, Would, Tag questions
Negative contractions:  Won’t, Can’t, Doesn’t, Shouldn’t, etc.
Addition of elements, including infinitives, adjectives, phrases and clauses, verb tense, pronouns, prepositions, etc.

