Communication Behavior Checklist for Early Childhood

Student name ______________________________ 
                       Date __________________

Person filling out questionnaire __________________________________________________

Directions:  Answer each question with yes or no.  (Multiple atypical behaviors as well as severity may indicate need for further assessment.  Autism eligibility guidelines vary from state to state.  It should also be determined whether atypical behaviors are the result of learned patterns of response to possible atypical caregiver communication expectations or other environmental factors.)


Negative Signs (negatives indicate possibly atypical behavior)

responds to social exchanges (repeats funny sounds, etc.)


smiles during interactions with others


reciprocates affection (e.g. returns hugs)


establishes eye contact during interactions


imitates actions


repeats actions that produce attention or laughter (e.g. showing off)


shows interest in other children


uses gestures to communicate (e.g. waving, pointing)


engages in variety of play activities


responds consistently to name


Positive Signs (positives indicate possibly atypical behavior)

consistently fails to respond (e.g. seems hard of hearing)


engages in repetitive play activities (e.g. lining up toys)


demonstrates repetitive motor behaviors (e.g. finger twirling)


shows unusual visual interests (e.g. studies specific objects)


language regression


sensitivity to textures or sounds


repeats words at inappropriate times

