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The fundamental cognitive process of comparing ideas and objects greatly aids understanding, learning, and communication.  The use of similarities and differences can serve as prerequisite and parallel skill for many other aspects of semantic knowledge.  These include categories, examples, functions, attributes, parts, antonyms and synonyms.
The ability to group objects by means such as semantic similarities is a critical factor in learning words outside one’s direct experience (Borovsky and Elman, 2006).  The research that supports direct instruction of similarities and differences is strong.  Among the findings are that students benefit by having similarities and differences pointed out by a teacher in an explicit manner and that graphic organizers, such as Venn diagrams, comparison tables or charts, and hierarchical taxonomies, that help students construct their own comparisons, can significantly boost student achievement (Focus on Effectiveness, 2005).
A general knowledge of similarities and differences greatly overlaps with several skills common to assessments.  These include metaphors, analogies, and comparing/contrasting.  Teaching this relatively simple skill can greatly influence how well a child demonstrates understanding of concepts with previous familiarity.  For example, a child may be able to state or identify that Canada and Mexico are countries, but be unable to answer the question “How are Canada and Mexico alike?”
One verbal comprehension core subtest of the WISC-4 tests similarities.  Analogies have long been standard fare on tests such as the SAT (though controversially, not since 2005), ACT, and GRE.  Tests used by SLPs with this skill include the CASL, EOWPVT, LPT, PLS-4, and TOLD-I.
Prerequisites – categories, functions, parts, and adjectives
Categories – body parts, food, clothes, colors, beverages, months, relatives, toys, days of the week, vegetables, desserts, etc.

Functions – things that write, tell time, grow, play music, stick, can be opened or closed, used as tools, keep you warm, etc.

Parts – things with tails, words, screens, doors, pages, etc.
Attributes – things that are big, smooth, round, soft, heavy, etc.
Categories – jobs, punctuation, insects, vowels, states, presidents, countries, verb tenses, oceans, mammals, businesses, etc.

Functions – senses, things that go in sentences, magnify, measure, used as symbols, help find things in books, explore, etc. 
Parts – things with borders, volume, directions, angles, etc.
Attributes – things that are extinct, straight, serious, spicy, etc.
Categories – minerals, religions, constellations, music, etc.

Functions – things that help a democracy, make laws, etc.
Parts – things with advertisements, judges, economies, etc.
Attributes – things that are hollow, transparent, ancient, etc.







